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How Fuel Treatments Saved Homes from the Wallow Fire

Influenced by strong winds and low humidity, thigh-intensity Wallow Fire burns toward communities.
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he Wallow Firestarts onSundaya I @ H®E HamMm® hy {KS afdXoNtBreed T A N& G

of the next five days éRed Flag(windy and dry) conditiontirive.. @ (G KS Y2NyAy3 27F

sixthdayt June 3 the Wallow Fire has burned 40,000 aaredmost 63 square mileJhe fire
has nowmoved north tothe junction of Forest Roads 26 and 24lding to thesevere intensityf the
T A NB Q athe windslfaeiRcEeased and relative humidityas decreased.

By noon on June 3iré behaviotbecanes evermore intenseas the Wallow Fire makes antendeddcrown
fire€ chargetoward thecommunity of Alpine, Arizona. Withthree hours, thiscrown fire crestghe ridge
above AlpineThe blaze quickly moveswnslope toward numerousomes located alonthe southwest
outskirts of town.

Soon, this crown fire threateninfeseAlpinehomesstarts showeringgmbersas far aone mile
downwindrt igniting numerous spot fires out ahead of the main fire.

Fuel Treatment UnitSlowthe Wallow Fire; Allow Firefighters to Safely Attack
As the main fire enters the %2 mileide White Mountain SewardshipFuel Teatment unitslocatedabove

Alpine,the blaze dropgrom up inthe tree crownsdown tothe surfacdevel.¢ K S fate-0fSpfead
dramatically slows. Thanks to the influence of these previously developatinent units implemented
beginning iN2004t flame lengthsare nowlow enough to allow firefigters to safely attack the firand
protect homes and property




How Fuel Treatments Saved Homes from the Wallow Fire

AdWhen the fire came over the ridge toward Alpinsdtinded like a freight
train. The smoke column was bent over making it difficult te. 3&/ithout
the fuel treatment effects of reducing flame lengths and defensible space
around most houses, we would have hadgull back our firefighters. &hy
of the houses would have caught fire and burned to the grausid

Jim Aylor, Fire Management Offic
Alpine Fire District

Engines and crewsiccessfully extinguish thepot fires. © further protectresident€houses these

firefighters alsaconduct lowintensity ¢firing operationg from roadways and other fuel breakEhese
aggressie firefightingsuppression actions continufairoughout the evening successfully halgthe

spread of the WallowiFe into the community ofAlpine.Infact, d2 ¥ (G KA & Oteudfuredzybut (i &8 Q &
onet are saved from th& A N#€kdActually, thissinglestructureburnedseveral days latewhen an

embet mostlikely transprted downwind during the June@ownfire runt smoldeed for several

days before flaring up.

Even though they experiencesinber showers and lovwntensity surface fires, any of the otherAlpine
structuresthat survived the Wallow Firgid sobecause ofheseprior fuel treatments as well as

GFirewisé construction andandscapigO2 YL SGSR 068 (GKS fFyR 26yYSNRARA® ¢
previousfuel reductionactions allowed the firefighters to selff and aggressively fight the Wallower

Green tree area is the residential zon{Zs
where Alpinehomes are located. '

The Colors Tell th8uccesStory
The blackbottom areain this photo shows where the Wallow Fire moved downslope toward the communi
Alpine and various homes on the outskirts of tdiime green tree area in this photahen it entered the White
Mountain Stewardship Fuel TreatmentNJ Algina WildlandUrban Interface Unit 2. Here, the fire
transitioned from a crown fire to a surface firexhibiting far less burning intensity as it mow@ddownslope.
Notice how the blackenedtee crowngtotally consumed by the fire) diminish and turn to brown (fire sige
and then to green (unburned)where the homes are locatedas the fire moved thragh the protective fuel
treatment unit areawith its wider spacing of tree crowns
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How Fuel Treatments Saved Homes from the Wallow Fire

High-Intensity Crown Fire|

Fuel Treatment Area

Residential Area
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Red arrow indicates the directiaiil KS ONR gy FANBQa ALINBIR (2 NR GKS | f LAY,

Homes the approximate location of the Alpine Wildlatltban Interface Unit 2 Fuel Treatment Area. As the fire raced

Saved downslope, numerous Alpine houses were at risk from the cliosvr{While only a few of the house roofs can be seen in
this photo, approximatel0 homes are located in this areand a total of 100 homes were threatened in south Alpine.

Just as was illustrated in thghoto on the previous page, thiioto also show how the fuel treatment area slowed and
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around this Alpine

well as the space

crown fire area. The

this house. (See the
black fire burned

left of the house.)
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Defensible Space

Defends House
Note the open space

community house as
between tree crowns in
the fueltreatment unit
upslope (to the left) of
the house toward the
Wallow Fire burned to
within about 20 feet of

surface upslope and to
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How Fuel Treatments Saved Homes from the Wallow Fire

G¢CKS 2 KAGS a2 dzylbednd redllyigdasl khiNdihg icdjecIheEbrést Service
did a good jb getting everything cleaned u@g/hen fire comes/ou need something that
creates an opportunity for protectionVe all knew that it was not a matter &Qbut WhenQ
fire was going to come and threaten our honges

Wink Crigler rancher and lifelongesident
of the X Diamond Ranch, located northeast of Greer

Success Story

Fuel Treatment Work
and FirefightersCombine
to Save Homes

From Intensive

Crown Fire

Due to the prior fuel
treatments, frefightersare
able to stay and fighthe
Wallow Fire and successfully
protect homesThisphoto
illustrateshow, as the crown
fire (blackened arean the
slopein the background)
entered the Alpin&Vildland
Urban Interface Uni2 Fuel
TreatmentArea the tree
crowns were too widely
spaced fothe blazeto
continue moving from
treetop to treetop. As a
result,the fire lost its power
and intersity and dropped to
the ground.

Thisfuel treatment area can
be clearly seenwhere trees
are widely spaced and many
tree crowns remain green.

The background shovtke
untreated areas on the
steeper slopes where the fire
burnedintensely as a crown
fire.




